
How do I help my child to 

learn their spellings?

Friday 17th November Ms Sanderson



Try some of these activities with your child/ by yourself: 

Select the year group’s 

spellings.

Choose a way of 

practising spellings!



How do you practise spellings with your 

child currently? 

Do you have a routine? 

Is it enjoyable? 

Research shows that there are 3 types of “spellers”:

1) Effortless spellers (a small group).

2) Those who require explicit practice and teaching to learn new 

spellings.

3) Those who find it extremely difficult and frustrating- this is 

not related to intelligence.



Why is it important to spell well?

 Good spelling skills build confidence in literacy in general.

 It improves communication.

 Learners who feel confident with letters and word 

patterns are able to read and comprehend more complex 

texts.

 Poor spelling distracts the reader. 

 It affects how people view competence (e.g. future 

applications and CVs). 
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Children may get differentiated spellings dependent 

on their needs.



Look, Cover, Write

This is a repetitive strategy

Look at the word first, look at the shape, 

visualise it. 

Say the word. 

Next, cover the word.

Finally, write it. 

Children must check and correct mistakes.



Words within Words

Words can be easier to spell if smaller words 

are found inside larger words. 

Example: 

SAT-ur-DAY or bu-SIN-ess



Highlight Helper

Colour in tricky parts of the words.

Example: Wednesday, colour



Post-It Plenty

Write out any new vocabulary down on 

post-it notes and stick them on the 

furniture or word wall to see every 

day.



Spelling Games

 Such as Hangman, I spy (for young children), 

spelling challenges or anagrams.
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 The best way for your child to improve their 

overall spellings is to read with them.

 Practising the spellings more than once 

throughout the week will have the best results.

 Enjoyment is key!



Any questions?




