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Phonics:

How can I help my child to learn to read? 



Aims of the session

- Phonics glossary

- Reading Pyramid

- Reading support at home

- Handwriting

- Resources



What is phonics?

 Taught daily (20/30 minute session)

 Systematically: children are taught the 

most common sounds and words first

 Written language is basically a code, by 

teaching children phonics we help them 

crack the code.

 When children understand that letters 

correspond to sounds they can use their 

phonic knowledge to sound out to read 

words. 



Glossary of Terms



Glossary of Terms

Ruth Miskin Read Write Inc. (RWI)



Glossary of Terms

diagraph = 2 letters one sound trigraph = 3 letters one sound



Glossary of Terms



Phase 1

Nursery



Phase 2

Reception (6 weeks)

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/2

- Introduction of single sounds 

- combine visual with sound and letter formation

- quick pace: revisit, teach, practise, apply



Phase 3

Reception (12 weeks)

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/3/buried-treasure

- Introduction of diagraphs and new tricky words

- Revisit and recap of Phase 2 sounds

- Quick pace: revisit, teach, practise, apply

- Emphasis on segmenting to spell and blending to read



Phase 4

Reception (6 weeks)

• Children now know 42 phonemes (sounds).

• They will be able to blend phonemes to read CVC 

(consonant-vowel-consonant) words, and 

segment to spell them.

• Children will also have begun reading 

straightforward two-syllable words and simple 

captions, as well as reading and spelling some 

tricky words.

• In Phase 4, no new graphemes are introduced. 

The main aim of this phase is to consolidate the 

children’s knowledge and to help them learn to 

read and spell words which have adjacent 

consonants, such as trap, string and milk.



Phase 5

Year 1

• Children will already be able to read and spell 

words with adjacent consonants, such as trap, 

string and flask. They will also be able to read 

and spell some polysyllabic words e.g stamping.

• In Phase 5, children will learn alternative 

graphemes. For example, they already know ai

as in rain, but now they will be introduced to ay 

as in day and a-e as in make.

• Blending to read, segmenting and selecting 

correct grapheme to spell e.g rayn - rain



Phonics

How to support your child

- Join us at coffee mornings and Parent Reading!

- Read anything, anywhere.

- Make it enjoyable

- Find books they enjoy

- Visit the library

- Talk about books

- Be a positive role model

- Dedicate time to reading 



There are many different activities you can do with your child to help 

them develop their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. 

• Listening walks, where you take time to stop and pay attention to 

the sounds you can hear;

• Clapping a rhythm for your child to repeat; 

• Playing ‘What’s That Word?’, saying the word like a robot e.g. b-i-

n;

• Don’t forget to practise saying or singing the alphabet with your 

child; 

• Playing Buried Treasure is very helpful;

How to support your child



Phonics

How to support your child

- Weekly home readers will include a phonics book 

targeted to your child’s level. You will notice this book 

as you will see written in the home school diary.

- Weekly phonics and letter formation homework will 

cover the sounds that we learned that week. 

- When your child is confident you can move on to 

writing the words. 



Top Tips 

Find books they like



Phonics

Make it fun!



Phonics

Resources and links

- Mini Writers club

- Five Minute Mum - Letters and Sounds

- The Book Trust book finder

- Oxford Owl



Useful links

• http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/question/index/3

• http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ParentsMenu.html

• http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/index.shtml

• http://www.bigbrownbear.co.uk/magneticletters/

• http://www.phonicsinternational.com/hear_the_sound

s/hear_the_sounds_1.htm



THA NK YOU

Any further questions?


