
             
 

Year 4: Literacy Week 1 Day 1 
 

 
LI: To write a short narrative based on a front cover.  
I can maintain a viewpoint throughout. 
I can include a relevant plot that engages the reader. 
I can include description to add detail. 
I can proof read my work to check for grammar and punctuation. 
 
 

 
 

Have a close look at the front cover of The Great Kapok Tree.  
Based on the front cover, what do you think the book is about? What do you think will happen? 

 
 

Your task:  
You will need to write a 250-word narrative based on the front cover. Your narrative must include:  
 

 Setting descriptions 
 Character description 
 Plot  
 Dialogue between characters 
 Dilemma (suspense) 
 Solution to the dilemma  
 250 words minimum! 

 
Please make sure you include the following key vocabulary: 
Rainforest, species, spectacular, colourful, habitat, Kapok tree, tropical 

 

 
TIP: You may want to carry out a plan and then complete a first draft on paper.  
        Once you have edited your narrative, complete your final version. 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
The Great Kapok Tree 

 

 
Written and illustrated by_____________________ 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 



 

                  
 

Year 4: Literacy Week 1 Day 2 
 

LI: To write a character description based on the main character. 
I can use adventurous adjectives and expanded noun phrases. 
I can convey personality through visual descriptions. 
I can include figurative language (similes) to develop imagery.  
 

 
 

Your task: 
Today, you will need to write a character description about the main character.  
You will need to include the following: 
 

 Adjective  
 Verbs 
 Similes 
 Expanded noun phrases 
 Sentence openers 
 Key vocabulary 
 150 word minimum 

 
TIP: Make sure you are included simple and complex sentences to ensure you are including                       
enough detail. Don’t forget to use the resources that have been provided. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Character description: 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 



 

                     

 
Year 4: Literacy Week 1 Day 3  

 
LI: To write a setting description. 
I can use a range of simple and complex sentences 
I can use adjectives and verbs to describe a setting. 
I can include fronted adverbials. 
I can include figurative language (similes and metaphors).  

 

    
Your task: 
Today, you will need to write a setting description. You will be describing the Amazon Rainforest 
whilst referring specifically to the Kapok tree. Make sure you look through the pages you have read 
to get some ideas. I have also attached some images below. 

 
Use your five senses to think about the following: 
 

 What can you see? (animals, plants) 
 What does it smell like? (air, nature) 
 What can you hear? (animals, trees) 
 What can you feel? (forest floor, trees, animals) 
 What does it taste like? (air, fruit, veg) 

 
You can also have a watch of the videos below for more inspiration: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9eFiZbB9aJQ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vijLre760w 
 
TIP: Make sure you are included simple and complex sentences to ensure you are including                       
enough detail. Don’t forget to use the resources that have been provided. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9eFiZbB9aJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vijLre760w


 

 
 

Setting description: 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 



                  
                                                    
                                                      Year 4: Literacy Week 1 Day 4 

 
LI: To write a contrasting setting description. 
I can use a range of simple and complex sentences. 
I can use adjectives and expanded noun phrases to describe a setting. 
I can use emotive language to create impact on the reader. 
 

 
Your task: 
Today, you will need to write a contrasting setting description. You will need to imagine that the 
Kapok tree has been chopped down. What will the rainforest look like now that it has gone? Have a 
watch of the videos below for support. I have also included key vocabulary for you to include.  
 
Key vocabulary: 
 
Description:  chaotic, hostile, retreat, doleful, empty, silent, widespread, rapid, destructive 
Emotions:     devastation, destruction, helpless, survival, tragic, heart-breaking, innocent 
 
Think about the following: 

 What does the rainforest look like now that the tree has been chopped down? 

 What can you hear, smell, and touch? How is this different to before? 

 How have the animals and plants been affected? 
 What emotions come to mind when you think of deforestation? 

 
Have a watch of the videos below for more inspiration: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1hoaTLZJcA&feature=youtu.be 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRZKGLIc9DA 
 

Contrasting setting description: 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1hoaTLZJcA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRZKGLIc9DA


              
Year 4: Literacy Week 1 Day 5 

 
L.I: To write a diary entry. 
I can write in first person. 
I can write in the present tense. 
I can include emotive language. 
I can refer to key events that have taken place in the book. 

 
 

Your task: 
 

Today you will need to write a diary entry.  
You can either write it as the man who has come to chop down the tree or as one of the animals in 
the rainforest. You will need to write in first person (I, my, me, our, we, myself) and in the present 

tense (it is taking place now).  
 

Don’t forget that at this point in the story, the man is preparing to chop down the tree. 
The tree has not been chopped down.  

 
Think about the following: 

 Which character are you writing as? (the man, monkey, porcupine, jaguar, tree frog, bee, boa) 

 What has happened so far? 
 What is your role/ purpose in the rainforest? 
 What have you witnessed and experienced? 
 How do you feel about the Kapok tree being cut down? How will this affect your life? 

 
Make sure you are including emotive language:  
scared, worried, devastated, heart-broken, petrified, gloomy, frustrated, tragic, helpless, mournful 
 
 
Dear Diary,  

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 


