
 

Year 3: Literacy Week 1 Day 1  

LI: To make predictions about a text  

Success Criteria  

I can use capital letters and full stops correctly. 

I can use a range of conjunctions e.g. when, if, because, although to extend my sentences.  
I can include relevant information and ideas.  
I can write simple and compound sentences, which are grammatically correct and 
punctuated correctly. 
Look at the image below from our class text The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. Using the 

predicting sentence stems, make predictions about what you think the story will be about.  

Key Questions: 

What is the Iron Man? 
Where did he come from?  
What is he made out of? 
What do you think will happen in the story? 
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Year 3: Literacy Week 1 Day 2 

L.I To be able to analyse the features of a good story opening. 
Success Criteria:  
I can choose strong adjectives to describe the Iron Man. 
I can sequence the opening of the story.  
I can suggest ways that suspense is built up. 
 
What powerful adjectives could you use to describe the Iron Man? 

Read Chapter 1 and highlight questions/vocabulary that build suspense. For example, 

‘Never before has the Iron Man seen the sea. How far had he walked? Nobody knows.’ 

How does the opening make you want to read on? 

Can you identify any other ways that suspense has been built up?  

Your task is to write an opening for your own Iron Man story.  

Think about  

• What are the key events/ moments could you write about? 

• What different ways has the author started their sentences? Which could you 

‘borrow’? 

• What rhetorical questions have been asked? Which might you include? 

• How has the author made you want to read on? How can you make your story sound 

just as exciting? 

• Are there any words that you need to clarify/research to help you understand? 

Wheeling through the sky, scattered, clanging, boiling and booming, darted, jabbed  
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Year 3: Literacy Week Day 3 
 
L.I To be able to use adjectives and similes to describe the Iron Man. 
Success Criteria:   
I can use a range of noun phrases in my writing.  
I can use a range of conjunctions e.g. when, if, because, although to extend my sentences. 
I can experiment with adjectives and similes to describe the Iron Man. 
 
Highlight similes in the text and discuss what is being described and how. 
 
What is a simile? What similes have been used to describe the Iron Man?  
Why do we use similes?  
Why has Ted Hughes decided to use similes to describe the Iron Man? 
What do we know about the Iron Man?  
 
Create a word bank for synonyms of big, walk, look. 
 

Pieces of Iron Man lay scattered …     Only one of Iron Man’s hands …     At last he stopped … 

 
Task: 
Write a character description of Iron man using similes and adventurous adjectives.  
Remember to vary your sentence lengths. 
 
The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff. How far had he walked? Nobody knows. Where 
did he come from? Nobody knows. How was he made? Nobody knows. Taller than a house, 
the Iron Man stood at the top of the cliff, on the very brink, in the darkness. 
The wind sang through his iron fingers… 
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Year 3: Literacy Week 1 Day 4 

L.I To be able to build up tension in a character description. 
Success Criteria:  
I can create my own robot. 
I can experiment with adjectives to create impact.  
I can use a range of adverbs in my writing e.g. to create suspense. 
I can use sentences of varying length. 
I can include similes and metaphors. 
 
What do we know about the Iron Man? How is his character built up?  
 
His eyes were likes stars. The wind was playing with him, like a cat playing with a mouse.  
 
How does our choice of simile build up the character description and create a picture for 
us? 
 
Task:  
Draw your very own robot and describe it using similes, adjectives and alliteration. Can you 
include a metaphor? 
 
Describe the: 
head, ears, eyes, nose, mouth, arms, legs, height, hair and actions/movement. 
 
His great iron head, shaped like a dustbin but as big as a bedroom… 
His eyes, like headlamps… 
Only one of the iron hands, lying beside an old, sand-logged washed-up seaman’s boot… 
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Year 3: Literacy Week 1 Day 5 

L.I To be able to use adjectives and similes to describe a setting. 
Success Criteria:  
I can describe where the Iron Man came from. 
I can describe the journey that the Iron man made. 
I can use adjectives to describe a setting. 
I can add details to build up tension. 
 
Where did the iron man come from? 

Task 1: Mind map your ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Task 2: Describe the setting that the Iron man came from. Use adjectives and similes to 

describe his journey to the cliff. 
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