
                                
 
 

Year 4: Literacy Week 6 Day 1 
 

LI: To explore and analyse author’s language  
I can use a dictionary to define a word 
I can use a thesaurus to find synonyms and antonyms 
I can use powerful verbs in context 

 
Your task is to find the meaning of the powerful verbs in 
red. Next, use an online thesaurus to find a synonym for 
these verbs. Lastly, choose two of the powerful verbs in 
red and write your own sentences. 
 
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Powerful verb  Meaning   Synonym 
Rippling out ahead of him   
He peered down the wall   
He stretched out a paw   
He clung on with his claws   
He regained his balance   
The wind seemed to taunt him   
He shuddered   
Varjak staggered towards the 
tree 

  

He pounced on to the nearest 
branch 

  

The wind whipped into his face   

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english


 
 

Year 4: Literacy Week 6 Day 2 
 

 
LI: To use figurative language 
I can use a variety of powerful verbs 
I can use fronted adverbials (eg later that day,) 
I can use a variety of adjectives and adverbs to create impact 
 

 
Read Chapter 6. Your task it to re-create a battle scene between Varjak Paw and the two sleek black 
cats. Remember to open your sentences in different ways and include a variety of powerful verbs 
from the list below to create suspense. 

Fronted adverbials  
(sentence starters) 

Powerful verbs 

Instantly,  
Almost Unexpectedly, 
Immediately,  
As soon as_____, 
Soon after, 
Ferociously, 
Without hesitation, 
 

Glanced 
Pounced 
Howled 
Growled 
Roared 
Approached 
Darted  
Whacked  
Thumped  

 

Under the gloomy sky two pairs of hostile eyes were gleaming in the dark. 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
__________________________________ 

 
 



 

 
Year 4: Literacy Week 6 Day 3 

 
LI: To discuss changes in the mood 
I can use a range of simple and complex sentences 
I can use a variety of adjectives and adverbs to create impact 
I can draw inferences from the text 

 
Read from the beginning of the story up to chapter 6 and think about all 
the different events that happened in the story so far. Your task is to use 
challenging vocabulary to discuss how Jalal’s feelings and thoughts 
have changed over time. Complete the table below using full sentences. 
Make sure you include at least 3 points in each section. 
 
 

Contessa’s house  
(family conflict) 

 

Garden  
(battle with cats) 

Outside 
(the unknown city) 

-Jalal felt frustrated because his 
family did not trust him or value 
him appropriately 
 

  

 

 

 
 

Adjectives 

Hopeful 
Hopless 
Relieved 
Elated 
Ecstatic 
Fearful 
Sceptical 
Apprehensive 
Baffled 
Startled 
Astonished 
Miserable 
Sorrowful 
Melancholic 
 



 

 
Year 4: Literacy Week 6 Day 4  

 
LI: To use figurative language 
I can use a range of simple and complex sentences 
I can use a variety of adjectives and adverbs to create 
impact 
I can vary my sentence structure by including a variety 
of sentence starters  

 
Jalal is finally Outside. Your task is to 
describe the setting of the city. Use the 
challenge vocabulary in the word bank below 
and open your sentences in different ways. 

 

 

 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

Fronted adverbials Adjectives 

Under the gloomy sky, 
Among the towering 
buildings, 
Across the busy roads, 
In the distance, 
 

Illuminated 
Gleaming 
Echoing  
Motionless 
Bustling 
Gloomy 
Dull 
Vast  
Towering 
Gigantic 
 



 
 

 
Year 4: Literacy Week 6 Day 5 

 
LI: To write a narrative 
Success Criteria 
I can use a variety of powerful verbs 
I can use fronted adverbials (eg later that day,) 
I can use a variety of adjectives and adverbs to create impact 
 

Your task is to write a suspense story that is based on one of Varjak’s 
adventures in the city. Follow the sequence of events below: 
1. Varjak is in the city at night 
2. He senses something threatening 
3. He hides and waits 
4. Whatever it is gets closer – tension builds 
5. Varjak is chased and escapes 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________ 

Fronted adverbials Adjectives Powerful verbs 

Under the gloomy sky, 
Among the towering 
buildings, 
Across the busy roads, 
In the distance, 
Instantly, 
Surprisingly, 
Almost unexpectedly, 
 

Illuminated 
Gleaming 
Echoing  
Motionless 
Bustling 
Gloomy 
Dull 
Vast  
Towering 
Gigantic 
 

Tiptoed 
Glanced 
Pounced 
Howled 
Growled 
Roared 
Approached 
Darted  
Whacked  
Thumped 


