
 

 

 
 
Year 3: Literacy Week 5 Day 1  
 
LI: To use technical vocabulary 
Success Criteria:  
I can use the clarifying stems 
I can use a dictionary to find the meaning of a word 
I can explain what a word means in my own words. 
 
We are going to be writing explanation texts over the next two weeks all about 
gladiators.  
Read through the extract below.  

 
 
Task:  Use the dictionary link below, or your inferences from the  
text to create a glossary clarifying the meaning of the words below: 
 
Gladiator 
Colosseum 
Spectators 
Entertainment 
Victor 

Procession 
Emperor 
Beasts 
Palm branch 
Mercy 

 
Challenge: Use these words to write your own sentences. 



 
 
 
 
Year 3: Literacy Week 5 Day 2 
 
LI: To make notes using bullet points 
Success Criteria:  
I can use simple organisational devices 
I can use technical vocabulary 
I can include relevant information and ideas 
 
Task: Research and find out about gladiators using the following website: 
www.kiddle.co 
 
Try to find facts to answer the following questions: 
Who became gladiators? 
Where did they come from? 
What kinds of gladiators were there?  
Where did they fight? 
What weapons did they use? 
What happened if they won? 
 
 
Record your notes below using bullet points: 
 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

  

http://www.kiddle.co/


 

 

 
 
Year 3: Literacy Week 5 Day 3  
 
LI: To describe a gladiator 
Success Criteria:  
I can use adjectives to give more information 
I can use technical vocabulary 
I can include relevant information and write so the purpose is clear. 
 
Watch the video below: 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/video/history/gladiators-video/ 
 

 
 
Task: Imagine you are a promoter in ancient Rome telling people about an amazing 
new gladiator that they can come and watch at the colosseum. Describe the 
gladiator in a way which will make people excited and want to come and watch him 
perform. 
 
Think about what he looks like, what weapons he will use, what kind of opponent he 
might fight and what skills he might have that people would like to see. 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________  

gladiator fierce strong 

brave weapons armour 

shield sword wearing 

entertainer defeated  

victorious muscly 

barbarian fighter 

cunning daring       quick 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/video/history/gladiators-video/


 
 

 

 

Year 3: Literacy Week 5 Day 4  
 
LI: To write a diary entry recounting a gladiator battle 
Success Criteria:  
I can write simple and compound sentences which are grammatically correct 
I can use adjectives and noun phrases to give more detail 
I can sequence ideas logically using fronted adverbials 
I can write in an impersonal style 
 
Watch the video below: 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/video/history/gladiators-video/ 
 
Task: Imagine you are Felix the retiarius. Write a diary entry explaining how your 
fight with Memnon went. 
 
Things to include: 
How did you feel before the fight? 
What did you do? 
What happened - who won? 
How do you feel now? 
What do you hope will happen in the future? 

 
Dear Diary, 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/video/history/gladiators-video/


 

 

 

 

Year 3: Literacy Week 5 Day 5  
 
LI: To organise information under subheadings 
Success Criteria:  
I can include relevant information and ideas 
I can organise information logically 
I can use technical vocabulary 
 
Today we are going to start thinking about how we can organise some of our 
information  about gladiators using subheadings. This means that we need to make 
sure the facts we are writing answer the question in the subheading. 
 
Task: Using the subtitles below, organise information you have found out this week 
about gladiators into the relevant sections. You may want to go back and look at 
some of the websites of videos from earlier in the week to help you. 
 
Who were gladiators? 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
What types of gladiator were there? 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
What happened at the end of a battle? 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Challenge: Can you add a “Did you know?” fact? 


