Dear Parent/Carer,
Reading is one of the most important skills that children learn whilst at school and we
expect all children to take books home to read.
In school, we spend a lot of time promoting a love of reading. If developing a stamina
for reading remains a barrier, it can limit children’s enjoyment and understanding of
books. Therefore, there is no better time to encourage the habit of reading. With this
in mind, we are establishing our expectations around the recording of children’s
reading in their Home-School Learning Diary.
Your child’s class teacher will record one question every week in your child’s diary to
let you know how they are progressing with their reading in school. In return, we will
expect you to read with your child for 10 minutes every night and record this in their
diary. In EYFS and Year 1 diaries, you will notice that your child will bring home two
books. One will be their phonics reading book and the other will be their banded
reading book. A circled ‘P’ inside their reading diary will indicate which book relates
to their phonics.
Your child’s diary should be brought back in to school every day. Each week, your
child’s teacher will do a diary check and celebrate those that have been completed.

Please see an example on the back.
If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to speak with your
child’s class teacher

Yours sincerely,
Rachel Adams
Associate Headteacher
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Have discussions about
the text e.g. characters,
storyline or what might
happen next. You can
use the questions at the
front of the diary or on
the book mark.

Date when you have
read with your child.

Check the ‘P’ so you
know which book is
your child’s phonics
reader.

Work in partnership
with the school and
feedback on the reading
experiences you have
had with your child
every evening.

Allow you child to have a
go at new words by
helping them sound them
out.

Encourage and support
your child to help them
develop a love of
reading.

“What is the first sound?”
“Sound out the letters and
blend them together.”

Headteacher: Ms Rachel Adams | Executive Head Teacher: Ms Rachel Davie
Address: Ivy Street, London N1 5JD | Telephone: 020 7739 8591
Email: adminHG@vs.hackney.sch.uk | Website: www.hoxtongarden.hackney.sch.uk

